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Dr. Dian-Ru (Annie) Li is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Mechanical
Engineering at National Taiwan University, where she leads the Smart and Advanced
Manufacturing Lab (SAM Lab). She earned her Ph.D. from the University of
Michigan — Ann Arbor in 2019 and worked as a Senior R&D Mechanical Engineer at
Zap Surgical Systems from 2020-2022. Dr. Li’s research focuses on advanced and
smart manufacturing, particularly in additive manufacturing, intelligent process
control, and bio-manufacturing. Her work integrates cutting-edge technologies to
improve product quality, reduce waste, and advance medical device development. Dr.
Li has led multidisciplinary projects with industry and clinical partners, exploring
innovations in smart additive manufacturing and medical devices. Her expertise spans
tool-workpiece interaction, product design, and commercialization. Recognized as a
Rising Star in Mechanical Engineering by MIT in 2018, Dr. Li won the First Prize at
the Michigan Business Challenge in 2020. She has 12 peer-reviewed journal articles,
10 conference proceedings, and several pending/granted patents, including one USA
patent. She is a member of ASME.



